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question in his mind, and he assured his grace of his con-viction of the determination of the United States to perform in the fullest manner every stipulation which they had made.    He entreated of his grace's goodness to inform him in what respect, and to what degree, he considered the final completion of those engagements to which the United States were bound as having been rendered impracticable, this being to him a new idea.    He further asked his grace the nature and extent of the redress expected for British subjects upon the specific points of the treaty.    On the subject of a commercial treaty between  the  countries, Morris expressed a sincere hope that he might be mistaken in supposing that his grace showed a disinclination to securing an amiable intercourse by the force of a treaty, and assured him how unhappy he should be to convey a false impression on this subject, which might be prejudicial to both countries.    He begged, therefore, that he might be set right.
The following letter to Washington was sent, with Morris's full reply to the Duke of Leeds, of which a summary only is given above. "I must rely," he wrote, "on your kindness both to interpret favorably what I have done, and to excuse my omissions. I thought it best to heap coals of fire on their heads, and thereby either bring them into our views or put them post eminently in the wrong. It was, moreover, my wish to draw forth specific propositions, because these will admit of discussion, or else, if manifestly unjust, they can not only be repelled, but they will serve to show a predetermined breach of faith by them which will justify whatever conduct we may afterwards find it proper to adopt. I have some reason to believe that the present administration intends to keep the posts and withhold payment for the negroes. If so, they will cover their breach of faith by the best pretexts in their power.
